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COMPACT DAY MEETING

Saturday, October 30, 2021 - 11:00 a.m.
American Village in Montevallo, Alabama

Please join us for this meeting
as we will have as our Speaker:
Governor General Jane Hurt

Meal Reservations will be in the Fall Newsletter
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Summer 2021

Governor’s
Message

STATE BOARD OF ASSISTANTS

Dear Members:
Whew! What a year 2020 was and good
riddance! One big disappointment was the
cancelation of the 2020 celebration of the
400TH anniversary of the landing of our good
ship Mayflower. Also, we had to cancel many
of our in person State and Colony meetings
due to COVID and in consideration for our membership’s wellbeing. We had
our very first State Zoom meeting on November 7, 2020 that was attended or
viewed by eighteen members and officers of our Society. One good thing
about Zoom meetings is that it will be good for Board meetings that will free
up time before our State Meetings. We decided to postpone our Spring
Meeting and elect and install our incoming officers at our Compact Day
Meeting and that our Governor General Jane Hurt can install them. During
this time, we have had to conduct our Alabama Society business in an
unprecedented manner due to the unusual circumstances.
I apologize for not getting out this Newsletter sooner because of
two reasons. The first is to have the full slate of Officers to serve in the next
term and the second I wanted to make sure of the General Board of
Assistants Meeting in Plymouth was going to be held. I had conversations
with Desire’ Mobed of the Alden House and she assured me that
Massachusetts was declared open, how open I will find that out this
September. As you will see we have had several members pass away since the
last newsletter. Also, we want to extend our prayers for Inge Tingle, Lt.
Governor of the Cahaba River Colony in the passing of his Mother Mary
Jane. One interesting note about that is that she wanted everyone to raise a
glass of their favorite adult beverage in celebration of her life. What a tribute.
The first General Congress Zoom meeting was a success in that for
the first time in General Congress history a representative from all State and
Member Societies were in attendance. There are now fifty-four Member
Societies that include Canada, Europe and Australia. The General Board of
Assistants Meeting will be in Plymouth to help celebrate the 400th
Anniversary of the First Thanksgiving providing that the State of
Massachusetts will allow large attended meetings that this meeting could
generate. Darlene and I have registered for the Meeting in September and the
First Thanksgiving Banquet had so many requests that they are having it on
Friday September 10 and Saturday September 11. The dates for festivities are
in the Spring and Summer Editions of the Mayflower Quarterly.
There are three proposed Amendments of the General Society ByLaws in the Summer Edition of the Mayflower Quarterly which should take a
short time to approve as they will allow our Society to meet via Zoom
Meetings or “Electronic” meetings. The second is just changing the word
“session” to meeting. We have entered into a “New Age ” with all kinds of
“Smart Devices” So this is not new. Our ancestors entered into a New Age
when they landed on this continent. As outgoing Governor, I regard this as a
privilege to serve in this capacity for our State Society and I hope to serve her
in other capacities in the future.
`
Sincerely - Alan M. Davis, Governor
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Governor – Alan M. Davis, 334-207-4884
Deputy Governor – Brenda Gouge
334-222-0347
Secretary – Nancy C. Logan
205-515-2007
Treasurer – Patricia S. Harper
256-996-4115
Historian – Mark F. Chesebro
205-520-8978
Elder – Regena C. Dawson 256-852-6800
Captain – Anne T. Kilgrow 334-669-1826
Librarian – Vacant
Newsletter Editor -Alan Davis E-Mail
amd7thcedar@charter.net
Colony Lieutenant Governors
M. Inge Tingle – Cahaba River
205-903-4875
Vacant –- Capital
Kevin D. Sellew – Gulf Coast
251-510-8302
Vacant – Tennessee Valley
Board of Assistants Members-at-large –
Amy R. Hill-Price
334-201-9486
Linda Alcott Maples 256-534-2315
Pamela J. Pittman
334-279-7976
Former Governors – Ellie Lienau, Dr. Rich Hobson,
Mary Helen Mahan, Ann Ferguson, Charlotte Hobson,
Ann King, Sid Leak, Dr. Mary Alice Carmichael
General Society Officers
These two Officers represent the Alabama Society
on the General Board of Assistants of the General
Society.
Deputy Governor General – Alan Davis
334-207-4884
Assistant General – Ann Ferguson
256-537-3772
All the officers serve the SMDAL membership. If we
can assist you, let us know. We also welcome your
help and suggestions.

Compact Day “ZOOM” Meeting Minutes November 4, 2020
The Society of Mayflower Descendants of the State of Alabama met on Saturday November 4, 2020 in its first ever Zoom meeting
with the following officers in attendance:
Governor & DGG – Alan Davis
Treasurer – Patricia Harper
Historian – Mark Chesebro
Elder - Regena Dawson
Lt. Gov Gulf Coast – Kevin Sellew
Lt. Gov. Cahaba River Col. Inge Tingle
Assistant General – Ann Ferguson
Governor Davis called the meeting to order at 11:16 o’clock a.m., welcomed and thanked everyone in attendance today.
Regena Dawson read the Elder’s Prayer.
Roll call was held and the members and guest who were present introduced themselves and listed their ancestor(s). Other members in
attendance were Sue Ellen Adams, Warren Adams, Diane Anderson, Matthew Cross, Craig Ferguson, Rosalind O’Steen Fort, Ellie
Lienau, Mary Helen Mahan, Mary Medbery, Coleen O’Steen, Haley O’Steen.
The minutes that were published in the newsletter were approved as presented.
OFFICER REPORTS:
Deputy Governor: Patricia Harper reported for Brenda Gouge that she has Happy Thanksgiving post cards ready to mail out to all the
members.
Treasurer: Pat Harper presented the Treasurer’s report as was published in the newsletter:
Where we stand as of September30, 2020:
Checking/Savings as of March 7, 2020
Dues received (prepaid is $170)
Application fees
Interest received
Meeting Deposit Refund (Total Receipts)
Due to GSMD (Change)
Operating Expenses (books, PayPal fees, supplies)(Total expenditures)
Checking/Savings as of September 30, 2020
Plus, prepaid application fees (deposited with GSMD)
Bank Balances:
Checking
Life Dues Account
CD #1
CD #2
TOTAL

$14,072.68
970.00
525.00
64.46
100.00
-300.00
-114.00

1,659.46
-414.00
$15,307.06

$ 4,655.41
$2,942.98
$3,834.10
$3,884.57
$15,317.06

Historian: Mark Chesebro reported that 2020 has been a difficult year for the folks in Plymouth with the application checkers
working from home. They could approve the applications but could not scan them. With the increase in volume of applications
flooding into Plymouth and the actions caused by the pandemic increased the approval time to nine months or more. As of this
meeting our Society has twelve new members and six supplementals approved. They also had changes of personnel as well. Some
changes such as scanned electronic copies via “Drop Box” helps to speed up the process. He also said that there is a new style of
certificate for new members. There has been updates with some of the Silver Books. Mark also added that some of the applications
received were unverifiable. He also added that he had queried several libraries if they current sets of Silver Books. He said that a
complete set cost around $600.00. There are also books concerning the Fifth Generation. That Plymouth had scanned all applications
of applicants born prior to 1920 (American Ancestors) in conjunction with the General Society and one has to be a member of the New
England Society to access this information?
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There was no Secretary’s report.
Elder: Regena Dawson reported that one of our members, Mrs. Sara E. Carter, had passed away in March. She lived in Wake
Mississippi.
There was no Captain’s report.
No Librarian’s report.
Assistant General: Ann Ferguson read her report:
2020 Special Congress of GSMD, conducted by Zoom, was called to order by Governor General George Garmany on September 26,
2020, at 1:00 p.m. CDT. All 54 Member Societies were represented with a total of 134 participants. The 54 Member Societies
included all fifty states, the District of Columbia, Canada, Europe, and our newest Member Society Australia. DGG Alan Davis and
AG Ann Ferguson represented Alabama. The approved abbreviated agenda included five proposed amendments to the GSMD
Constitution and By-laws and election and installation of General Officers. The proposed amendments and slate of nominated officers
were found in the Fall 2020 edition of The Mayflower Quarterly Magazine.
Summary of Results:
Amendment One - Passed as amended. All applicants will complete an application form with the applicant or guardian signing.
Amendment Two – Passed as published in MQM. $125.00 will be the new fee for both original lineage papers and each supplemental
line of descent effective January 1, 2021.
Amendment Three – Passed as amended, taking out the cap on the number of life members each Member Society can have. $35.00
will be the new per capita assessment effective for the calendar year 2021 based on its reported membership as of December 31st of the
previous year, exclusive of life members as certified to GSMD as of December 31, 2019. Per capita assessment for life members will
increase in $5.00 yearly increments until it reaches $35.00 as published in MQM.
Amendment Four – Passed as published in MQM. Application and Supplemental fees will be determined by the Executive Committee
and voted on and approved by the General Board of Assistants or the General Congress (i.e., whatever the current fee decided on will
not show in the By-laws).
Amendment Five – Passed as published in MQM. The annual per capita assessment will be determined by the Executive Committee
and voted on and approved by the General Board of Assistants or the General Congress (i.e., whatever the current per capita
assessment decided on will not show in the By-laws).
After voting on the above amendments, per the new Amendments 4 and 5, it was voted for the new application and supplemental fee
to be $125.00 effective January 1, 2021, and the new per capita assessment will be $35.00 for calendar year 2021 based on each
member Society membership count as of December 31 of the previous year (life member per capita assessment will be increased in
$5.00 yearly increments until it reaches $35.00 as published in Amendment 3 in MQM.
Election of General Officers – Each individual listed in the GSMD Nominating Committee Report as published in MQM was elected.
Jane Hurt from Kansas is the new Governor General and Donald Studley from Connecticut is the new Assistant Governor General.
Members at Large elected were:
Jane Schleinzer (Illinois)
Bonnie Wade Mucio (South Carolina)
Lorrie Link (Minnesota)
Jane Schleinzer is Alabama’s designated Member at Large.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. CDT – a seven hour and six minute Zoom meeting with only two ten minute breaks!
The 2021 GBOA meeting is scheduled for Plymouth, celebrating the 400th anniversary of the first Thanksgiving.
The 2022 GBOA meeting will be in Minnesota.
The 2023 Congress will be in Plymouth.
The 2024 GBOA meeting will be in North Carolina.
On a personal note, I traveled to California in December 2019 to help decorate the GSMD float in the 2020 Tournament of Roses
Parade in Pasadena. It was named “The Voyage of Hope – 1620” and it won the “Americana” award.
Also, there was an article on me in the Summer 2020 edition of The Mayflower Quarterly Magazine.” And I am scheduled to be the
speaker at the DAR meeting in Birmingham in February 2021.
Respectfully submitted,
Ann Ferguson - SMDAL Assistant General

4

COLONY REPORTS:
Tennessee Valley: Ellie Lienau reported for the Colony that because of COVID there hasn’t been a chance to have any meetings. That
Stacy Smith had resigned as Lt. Gov. There are no plans at this time for a meeting.
Gulf Coast Colony: Kevin reported that there were no meetings also and that we were lucky that the Mardi Gras Parade was held.
Events that he had planned for this year will hopefully be able to plan them in 2021 depending on the COVID circumstances. He said
that he had contacted Plymouth about making a T-Shirt for the 400th Anniversary of the First Thanksgiving. He also said that plans are
ahead to purchase Silver Books for two libraries one in Foley and one in Mobile.
Capitol Colony: Mary Helen Mahan reported that there has been no meeting either and that as soon as we are able to have meeting
again to try to recruit members to serve as officers since Edward H. Phillips resigned.
Cahaba River: Inge Tingle reported that there has been no meeting either and that as soon as we are able to have meeting again to try
to have one.
NEW BUSINESS:
Discussions were held on the proposed By-Law changes that were presented in the newsletter. After further discussions Kevin Sellew
motioned; “To accept all proposed changes to the By-Laws as presented in the Newsletter”. The motion was seconded by Ellie
Lienau. There were no further discussions and a vote was taken by raised hands and was unanimously passed by those members
present in this meeting.
Governor Davis said the By-Laws will be updated to include today’s changes and sent to the officers. The Treasurer, Pat Harper had
concerns about sending bills and that since dues have now been raised at this meeting and how we should notify members. She also
brought up Life dues and there were discussions held on the members who have paid Life dues before it was discontinued and that a
possibility of asking them to contribute additional monies since inflation over the years have depleted that account and that after the
general Society has raised the Per Capita Dues per member to $35.00 will have an adverse effect on the Life Dues account. Also,
effective January 1, 2021 the Application and Supplemental Fees will be $150.00, and our yearly dues will be $60.00. Discussions
were held on fees required by other genealogical societies.
Discussions were also held on selecting a Nominating Committee and term limits of officers. Discussions were held on Pay Pal for
those wishing to pay their dues electronically.
It was announced that it is hoped that we will try to have an in-person meeting May 1, 2021 at the American Village in Montevallo
and also have our Compact Day next Fall on November 6, 2021 there as well.
There being no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 by Governor Davis.
Respectfully submitted,

Alan M. Davis

Secretary Pro-Tem

We publish these unapproved minutes for two reasons. Most important is so that members who were unable to attend will learn of our
activities as noted at our Society’s meetings. We believe you will find something of interest and will decide to attend on a future
occasion. The other reason is so that those who attend might be better prepared to approve the minutes without having them read at
the meetings, saving everyone’s meeting time.
NOTICE

NOTICE

NOTICE

NOTICE

Since we are all trying to return to Normalcy after the recent pandemic we would hope that our members would participate in
their Colony. We have four Colonies in our State. The oldest colony is the Gulf Coast Colony in the Mobile and serves the
southwest area of the State. The Capital Colony is in Montgomery and it serves the central and southeast area. We now have a
Colony in the Birmingham area, the Cahaba River Colony. In the North region of the State is the Tennessee Valley Colony
and serves from Florence to Guntersville and south to Cullman. If you are a new member and would like to participate serving
as an officer of a Colony is a good way to start. Our Colonies are suffering at this time and need members to step forward and
serve as officers. Now would be a good time to state participating in your Colony.
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HISTORIAN & SECRETARY REPORTS
By Mark Chesebro & Nancy Logan
Name

NEW MEMBERS
GEN. No. /State No.
Ancestor

Kingston Clifton Kyle, Sr.
96,693/ 672
Margaret Ann (Curran) Grimes 97,085/ 673
Matthew Fitch Cross
97,237/ 675
Helen Anne (Willard) Soule
97,401/ 676
William Michael Brokowsky
97,533/ 677
Joanna Marie (Bemis) Taylor
97,600/ 678
Margaret Day (Gates) Baker
97,741/ 679
Thomas Everett Martin, III
97,807/ 680
Richard Martin Rathke
97,808/ 681
Anita Elaine Sellers Rigas
98,830/ 682
Greg Dale Pretzer
99,199/ 683
Dr. William Day Gates III
99,275/ 686
Kathleen L. Magan Valez
99,309/ 687
Margaret Brown Campbell
95,391/ 689
Jerry Rae Green
99,675/ 690
Rosalind Diane O’Steen Fort
99,785/ 692
Shawn Reed Martin Spaulding
99,827/ 693
Patricia Ann Robinson Kenyon 99,896/ 694
Ashton Carlie Reed
100,120/ 695
Joseph “Joey Martin Rathke
100,192/ 696
Richard “Rick” Martin Rathke, Jr. 100,193/697
Denise Rathke Scipione
100,194/ 698
10 new Membership Applications pending in Plymouth

Edward Fuller
Francis Cooke
Richard Warren
John Howland
Edward Doty
Richard Brewster
John Alden
John Howland
William Bradford
Stephen Hopkins
Francis Cooke
John Alden
William Brewster
Stephen Hopkins
Richard Warren
Samuel Fuller
Richard Warren
Edward Fuller
John Alden
William Bradford
William Bradford
William Bradford

12th in Descent
14th in Descent
13th in Descent
11th in Descent
11th in Descent
12th in Descent
12th in Descent
13th in Descent
12th in Descent
12th in Descent
12th in Descent
12th in Descent
11th in Descent
12th in Descent
14th in Descent
11th in Descent
11th in Descent
12th in Descent
12th in Descent
13th in Descent
13th in Descent
13th in Descent

SUPPLEMENTALS
Valerie White Harris
95720/657
Valerie White Harris
95720/657
Eleanor Jean Smith Lienau
58,450/552
Richard “Rick” Martin Rathke 97,808/681
16 Supplemental Applications pending in Plymouth

Peter Brown
Henry Sampson
William Mullins
Stephen Hopkins

12th in Descent
11th in Descent
11th in Descent
13th in Descent

TRANSFERS IN
Ward Lynn Bursley
Edward Earl Whittemore
Nancy Elizabeth Crompton Whittemore
Harold Charles Kenyon
Linda A. Nelson DeHoff

95,574 / 674
94,298 / 684
89,187/ 685
95,391/ 691
89,184/ 688

John Howland
William Brewster
William White
Degory Priest

12th in Descent
13th in Descent
12th in Descent
11th in Descent

NOTE: Due to the COVID-19 Virus the Mayflower office is back logged ABOUT 4 – 6 MONTHS.
Please contact us about Supplemental Applications you want to submit. This is a good time for Supplementals, or to have your family
members apply. The Plymouth Staff agree to work expeditiously with us.
NOTE: Also, there has been a 450% increase in applications over the last five years being sent to Plymouth and the verification time has
increased to an average of four and a half months.

ELDER’S REPORT by Regena Dawson
N.B., in some cases, in memoriam information may be incomplete, or otherwise incorrect. Often, complete such information
unfortunately does not reach our Society when a death occurs. In many cases, it is well after the fact that we learn of a death.
Current Members would be very thoughtful to tell your families to notify the Secretary or Treasurer or one of the other State
or Colony Officers when the time comes.
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Would all Colonies notify me of the death of any member? You would be kind to send the following information: Name, Colony,
SMDAL & GSMD Numbers, the Ancestor Descended From, Date of Death, Obituary if available. Thank you. Regena Dawson, 3107
Ray Blair Place, Huntsville, Alabama 35811-8908. Telephone: 256-852-6800, RegenaCampbellDawson@gmail.com
Edward Tyler Harrison Jr., Alabama Society No.
444, a native and resident of Mobile, AL, passed
away peacefully at age 95 (Aug. 3, 1925 – Aug. 11,
2020) following a lengthy illness. Edward was the son
of the late Edward Tyler and Margaret Estelle (Steber)
Harrison. He was predeceased by the love of his life,
Elizabeth “Bettie” (George) Harrison, his wife of 51
years, and is survived by three sons, Glennon J.
Harrison (Mary Ann Saour Harrison) of Rockville,
Maryland; Steven Michael Harrison (Lisa Graves
Harrison) of Orange Beach, AL; and Vernon Tyler
Harrison (Connie Carmichael Harrison) of Pawley’s
Island, South Carolina; and daughter, Lauren (Harrison) Burnett (widow of Wyley
Chester Burnett) of Mobile; seven grandchildren: Forrest Tyler Harrison and
Phillip Stafford Harrison, both live in Thailand; Michael Andrew Harrison,
Washington, DC and Peter Edward Harrison, New Orleans, LA; Julia Elizabeth
Harrison and Tyler Morgan Harrison, both of Orange Beach, AL; and Elizabeth
Ann Burnett, of Mobile, AL; and two great-grandchildren. During World War II
he served in the U.S. Army Air Force. Edward majored in Chemical Engineering
(Auburn, class of 1951) and worked for ALCOA in Mobile, AL for 31 years, with
assignments in Suriname (6 months), and, with his family, in Poços de Caldas,
MG, Brazil (3 years). Edward and Bettie loved living in and traveling around
Brazil. They also loved Gulf Shores, AL, where they lived most summers with
their sons and daughter, on Little Lagoon. Edward was a member of the General
Society of Mayflower Descendants and was also descended from the earliest
French settlers of Mobile (the first capital of Louisiana), Mon Louis Island, and
Dauphin Island. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, a funeral mass and memorial
service will be held at a later date. Arrangements are by Ascension Funeral Home,
1016 Hillcrest Road, Mobile, Alabama 36695.

wife, Ida Martha Reed Dimick; three children, Susan Dimick Green (Marvin),
Dallas Texas, Robert M. Dimick, M.D. (Sandra), Gulf Breeze, Florida, and
Richard N. Dimick, M.D. (Karen), Glens Falls, New York; two grandchildren,
Kaitlin Ann Dimick and Daniel Alan Dimick, Glens Falls, New York, and one
brother, Carl Albert Dimick (Patricia), Cropwell, Alabama. In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests that memorial donations be made to Alan R. Dimick MD Medical
Alumni Association Perpetuity Fund, 1720 2nd Avenue South, VH Box 111,
Birmingham, AL 35294-0019 or the American Burn Association Education Fund
311S Wacker Drive Suite 4150, Chicago, IL 60606.

Nancy Sellers Klooz, 63, Alabama Society No. 668 of
Mobile, passed away peacefully in her home on April 9,
2021. She was born in Mobile to Roy Lee Sellers, Jr.
and Katherine Elizabeth Sellers on Oct. 7, 1957. She
attended
Murphy
High
School,
earned
a
Bachelor's degree from Auburn University, and a
Master's degree from the University of South Alabama.
She went on to have a career in education as both a
teacher and guidance counselor for over 30 years. Nancy
was a proud member of the General Society of
Mayflower Descendants and The Daughters of the
American Revolution. She loved art, gardening, and
spending time on Mobile Bay. She is survived by her husband, Donan Klooz of
Mobile, her daughters Caroline Kern Strange (Kevin) and Anna Kern Williams
(Ryan) and her granddaughter Emily Michelle Strange as well as her sisters Anita
Rigas, Cathy O'Neal, and Peggy Sellers Partridge along with many nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends. She was preceded in death by her parents Roy Lee
Sellers, Jr. and Katherine Elizabeth Sellers. The family will celebrate Nancy's life
at her favorite place, Buccaneer Yacht Club, where she was a legacy member and
shared many happy memories with family and friends. The memorial service will
take place at 2:00 on Friday, April 16. In lieu of flowers, the family is asking for
donations in her honor to the Alabama Chapter of the ALS foundation. To plant
trees in memory, please visit our Sympathy Store. Published by
Mobile Register and Baldwin County from Apr. 14 to Apr. 16, 2021.

Frederick Smith Crown, Jr., Alabama Society
No. 639, born January 18, 1949, a native of
Mobile, AL, and long-time resident of Nashville,
TN, died on April 29, 2020, at age 71. Fred
attended University Military School (UMSWright) in Mobile where as a Senior, he was the
Battalion Commander and Valedictorian of the
Class of 1967. He attended the University of
Alabama and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
with honors in mathematics and was a member of
Phi Beta Kappa. After graduating in 1971, he
received his commission in the United States Army and was stationed at Fort
Benjamin Harrison. He served his country in the Army reserves for many years.
Fred began a long career in banking and investment management at Merchant's
National Bank in Mobile, and in 1982, moved to Nashville after accepting a
position at Lee, Robinson & Steine. In 1988, he was promoted to President and
elected to the governing Board of Directors. Eventually the firm became a part of
AmSouth Bank (Regions) where he retired as Senior Vice President of Investment
Accounts in 2005. He was also a Chartered Financial Analyst graduating from
Stonier Graduate School of Banking. Fred served in many voluntary and
philanthropic capacities including being a Board member of the University of
Alabama College of Arts and Sciences, an elder and Sunday school teacher at
Westminster Presbyterian Church and volunteer with the church's many outreach
programs including Habitat for Humanity, Westminster's Home Connection, and
Room in the Inn, and remained a long-time member of a Mystic Society in
Mobile. Fred's interests and hobbies included travelling with Ann, visiting Civil
War battlefields, researching family history, playing golf, and spending time at
their home on Lake Logan-Martin. He was preceded in death by his parents,
Frederick S. and Molly Inge Crown. He is survived by his wife Ann Van Arsdale
Crown, his son Benjamin Pape Crown (Tim Hannan) of Atlanta, GA, his daughter
Rebecca Crown Lang (Josh) of Huntsville, AL, his sister Molly Crown Nordmann
(Rudy) of Mobile, his step-daughters Gretchen Allen (David) of White House, TN
and Sybil Toney (Craig) of Roswell, GA, and grandchildren Killian, Chloei,
Bryce, Kellan, and Carson, his niece Mary Herndon Nordmann, numerous
cousins, and other relatives. In light of the recent health crisis, a celebration of
Fred's life will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations be made to Westminster Home Connection, 3900 West End Ave,
Nashville, TN 37215; Conquer Cancer – The ASCO Foundation, University of
Alabama College of Arts and Sciences, Box 870268, Tuscaloosa, AL, 365870268; UMS-Wright Preparatory School, 65 Mobile Street, Mobile, AL, 36607;
or your favorite charity. Published by Mobile Register and Baldwin County from
May 6 to May 10, 2020.

Joseph Matthew McGough, Jr. Alabama Society
No. 337, a life-long Montgomery resident died
Sunday, May 9, 2021. Mr. McGough was born
December 5, 1941. He was preceded in death by his
father, Joseph M. McGough and his mother, Mary
(Molly) Ledyard McGough. He is survived by his
sister, Mrs. Mary Helen Mahan (Kenneth Mahan), a
nephew, a niece, and numerous cousins. Visitation
will be at Leak-Memory Chapel, 945 Harrison Road,
Montgomery, AL 10-10:45 am on Saturday, May 15,
2021. Graveside services will follow at the adjoining
Greenwood Cemetery at 11:00 am. The Rev. John P.
Leach, Rector, St. John’s Episcopal Church will officiate. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to St. John’s Episcopal Church, 113 Madison Ave,
Montgomery, AL 36104.
Mrs. Barbara Kay Duboise LaGreca Alabama Society No. 622
May 3, 1954 - February 3, 2021 (No Obituary or picture available.)
Who was twelfth in descent from John Howland

Dr. Alan R. Dimick of Mountain Brook, Alabama
Society No. 344, a retired Birmingham surgeon who
was a leader in emergency care and burn care, died at
home January 27, 2021. He was 88. A memorial
service will be held at a later date. Beginning in the
1960s, Dr. Dimick spent almost four decades in
leadership positions at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham’s University Hospital (now UAB
Hospital). He served as Clinical Director of the
hospital’s Emergency Department from 1963 until
1976 and organized and for 36 years directed the
hospital’s Burn Service. In addition, he has served on
the editorial boards of many medical journals.
Feeling a strong commitment to community service regarding emergency care, he
also has served on the following: Birmingham Fire and Rescue Service
Department, Medical Advisor, 1972-present, and Birmingham Regional
Emergency Medical Services System, Executive Committee, 1975 until 2020. Dr.
Dimick was preceded in death by his parents, Jennie Rose and Daniel Baker
Dimick and his first wife, Eleanor Hamilton Dimick. He is survived by his second
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Mrs. Sarah Van Voorhis Woolfolk Wiggins,
Alabama Society No. 74, died peacefully in her
Tuscaloosa home on Sunday, April 12, 2020. A
memorial service will be held at Christ Episcopal
Church at a later date when social distancing
restrictions are lifted. A private burial will take
place at Greenwood Cemetery in Montgomery,
Alabama. Dr. Wiggins was preceded in death by her
parents, Robert Nelson Woolfolk, Jr. and Dixie
Gilliland Woolfolk; and her husband, Peyton
Norvell Wiggins. She is survived by her daughter,
Henrietta Wiggins Muller and her husband,
Courtney. She is also survived by two granddaughters, Sarah Van Voorhis
Manning Muller and Gray Manning Muller. Dr. Wiggins earned a bachelor's
degree from Huntingdon College and received a master's degree and doctorate in
history from Louisiana State University, where she was a student of T. Harry
Williams. Dr. Wiggins began her academic career as a graduate teaching assistant
at Louisiana State University and spent two years teaching at Southern Seminary
Junior College in Buena Vista, Virginia. She later joined the history department at
the University of Alabama as the first female faculty member. Dr. Wiggins was a
professor of Southern history specializing in the Old South, Civil War,
Reconstruction, and Alabama history. She retired in 1995 after 35 years of
service. In addition to her primary appointment as a history professor, she was
also the editor of The Alabama Review, a peer-reviewed academic journal
published by the Alabama Historical Association, for 20 years. Dr. Wiggins was
the former president of the Alabama Historical Association and the Jemison-Van
deGraaff Foundation Board of Directors. She also served as a member on a
number of commissions and boards during her lifetime, including the University
of Alabama Library Leadership Board, Tuscaloosa County Preservation Society
Board, Alabama Historical Association Board of Directors, Southern Historical
Association Executive Council, Alabama Local Records Commission, and
Alabama State Records Commission. Dr. Wiggins also enjoyed volunteering in a
variety of ministries for Christ Episcopal Church. The Wiggins family is grateful
for her loving caregivers, Beth Hubbard and Lorie Price, and Hospice of West
Alabama. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials be made to Christ
Episcopal Church, 605 Lurleen B Wallace Blvd N, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 To
plant trees in memory, please visit our Store. Published by Tuscaloosa News on
Apr. 16, 2020.

Charles Montgomery Tingle and Adelaide Inge Tingle, and two brothers Tunstall
Inge (Frances) and Crawford Inge as well as numerous nieces, nephews and
cousins. Due to COVID restrictions a Celebration of Life will be held at a later
date. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The Black Warrior River
Keeper or the charity of your choice.
Shirley Nelson House, Alabama Society No. 531,
devoted wife, mother and grandmother, went to be
with her Lord on July 24, 2021. Shirley was born
Jan. 5, 1934 in Hatfield, Missouri. She attended
Northwest Missouri State University, and then was
married in April of 1953 to John Leo House. They
lived in Bangor, Maine; Columbia Missouri;
Shelbina, Missouri; Mairangi Bay, Auckland, New
Zealand; Clovis, New Mexico, McKinney, Texas;
Batesville, Arkansas; Magnolia Springs, Alabama
and Andalusia. Shirley enjoyed everywhere they
lived and made dear friends in each place. At
various times she owned a metal polishing
business, was a high school secretary, taught 3-yr
olds for 15 years at a church preschool, and was the very first female underwriter
at MFA Insurance in Columbia, Missouri. She was a contributing member of
many organizations, two of which were PEO and DAR. Shirley served as a
museum docent for the Old Independence Regional Museum in Batesville,
Arkansas, and was, by virtue of her Lesan ancestry, a proud member of the
Mayflower Society – having been a descendant of James Chilton, his wife, and
their daughter Mary. She will be remembered for her handmade Christmas
ornaments, for her patriotism and love for America, her love of history and
genealogy, and for the way she beautifully decorated her homes. She loved her
family dearly, and was cherished by all. Shirley was preceded in death by her
parents, Kent and Sue Nelson, her sister Vivian Dykeman, her brother Curtis
Nelson, and her husband John Leo House Survivors include her daughter Brenda
Gouge (Stan) of Andalusia, her son Bryan House (Yasmin) of Niceville, Florida,
her granddaughter Lesan Gouge of Niceville, grandson Sawyer House (Alyssa) of
Mobile, Alabama, grandson Mark Gouge of Simpsonville, South Carolina,
grandson Nicholas Cooley (Chelsey) of McAlester, Oklahoma, grandson Chad
Gouge of Wenatchee, Washington, and three great-granddaughters. In lieu of
flowers, memoriams can be made to the Old Three Notch Chapter of the DAR in
Andalusia. Or, the family suggests that you do something nice for someone, in
honor of and in memory of Shirley, and think of her while you are doing that. No
services are scheduled at this time. The family plans a private memorial at a later
date in Allendale, Missouri.

On Wednesday March 3, 2021 Mary Jane Inge
Tingle, Alabama Society No. 597, loving wife,
mother, grandmother, aunt and friend passed away at
the age of 66 surrounded by her family. Mary Jane
was born on April 8, 1954 in Mobile, Alabama to
Zebulon Montgomery Pike Inge and Mary Jane
Slaton. Mary Jane married Charles Henderson
Tingle. She had one son with her husband, Manley
Inge Tingle (Nicole). She worked alongside her
family at Alabama Title Co., Inc. Mary Jane was a
member of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, The
Birmingham Quilters Guild and numerous
genealogical societies. She was preceded in death by her father, mother, and her
brother Zebulon Montgomery Pike Inge Jr. She is survived by her husband
Charles, her son Inge, her daughter-in-law Nicole Marie Tingle, her grandchildren

We are still looking for our missing minute books
and other documents from 1952-1986 if anyone;
anyone knows where they are, please let me or one
of the officers know.

JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
WE NEED SOMEONE TO STEP UP AND BECOME THE JUNIOR’S CHAIR
CONTACT ALAN DAVIS IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE THE CHAIR

The Alabama Society would keep bright the Pilgrims’ memory, cherish their heritage of liberty and freedom for which they
sacrificed so much, and hand it on to new generations. SMDAL members are encouraged to sponsor young relatives for Junior
Membership. Junior Members Junior Membership application
An applicant must be sponsored by a GSMD member in good standing, be under 18 years of age, and be the sponsor’s lineal or collateral descendant. There is a
one-time fee of $10, payable to the SMDAL. A birth certificate may be requested. Junior members are not GSMD members. However, the SMDAL
recognizes them and issues them a State society junior membership number. Junior members may not vote or hold office. At age 18, a

8

junior member may transfer to GSMD membership provided the GSMD approves a usual lineage application. Such transfer to GSMD
membership is encouraged before age 25. Junior members will be dropped from the SMDAL roll if they have not transferred to GSMD
membership by age 25. Please provide the following information to Stacy Smith with the $10 fee:
Sponsor Mayflower ancestor(s):
Sponsor name and relationship:
Sponsor mailing address:
Sponsor e-mail & SMDAL Colony:

Junior applicant name:
Junior applicant birth date:
Junior applicant mailing address:
Junior applicant e-mail:

whose information may need updating are listed in this Newsletter’s Further Announcements .

Officers for the Upcoming Election State Society Board of Assistants:
Governor
Deputy Governor
Secretary
Treasurer
Historian
Elder
Captain
Librarian
Assistants (Member-at-Large)

Kevin Sellew
Mark Chesebro
Regena Dawson
Dawn Reed
Brenda Gouge
Nell Brackett
Nancy Logan
Alan Davis
1. Warren Adams (TVC)
2.
3.
4.

Colony Lt. Governors please nominate someone from your Colony to be the Assistant (Member-at Large)
These two officers represent the Alabama Society on the General Society’s Board of Assistants
Deputy Governor General
Assistant General

Alan Davis
Ann Ferguson

2021 Commemorative Historian Brick Walkway Program: Bricks are still available!
During this 400th Anniversary year of the First Thanksgiving, the General Society of Mayflower Descendants is honoring
our Historians with the creation of a new brick walkway.
Donated bricks will be laid in a new walkway connecting the Genealogy Research Library to the Mayflower Society House's Colonial
Revival Gardens. This new brick program is being offered to Members Societies to recognize their Historian's (both past and present)
for their significant service to our Society. Many thanks to the South Carolina, Vermont, Ohio, Georgia, South Dakota, Florida, and
North Carolina Societies for their leadership in support of this program!
There is still time to order bricks for placement in this commemorative pathway that will be available for viewing during the General
Board of Assistant's Meeting in Plymouth this September.
Required Brick Format:
1st line - name of person
2nd line - name of Society
3rd line - term as Historian (i.e. 2000-2015)
Note: The maximum number of characters per line is 20 characters (includes spaces and punctuation)
Donation: $200 per brick
A message from General Board Member-At-Large Jane Duxbury Schleinzer
Happy Fall, Mayflower Cousins,
I’d like to introduce myself to you. My name is Jane Duxbury Schleinzer. I will be your Member at Large for the 2020-2023 term. If
you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. I’m your eyes and ears on the Executive Committee. You’ll be receiving
communications from me throughout the year. Four hundred years ago, our ancestors were "crossing the vast and furious ocean" to
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make their new home in a strange wilderness. We can't imagine the hopes, fears and discomfort that accompanied them on that 66day voyage, but we are grateful that they had the courage to make the journey. I hope you’ve made your Compact Day plans. In
Illinois we had to cancel our in-person meeting for a Zoom meeting. We are hoping to be able to meet in person in May. I’d love to
hear what your society has planned for the four hundredth anniversary of the writing of the Mayflower Compact.
Don’t forget that the Governor General, Jane Hurt, is ready to visit with your society. Just contact her at:
governorgeneral@themayflowersociety.org
She’s ready to add a visit to your society on her calendar. I would also love to visit your society. You can contact me at:
memberatlarge2@themayflowersociety.org
Be sure to check out the GSMD website. Thanks to you, we are going to be able to create a new website. Don’t forget to check the
Shop. We’re adding new items that you’ll want to add to your Christmas list or use as stocking stuffers. If you have any questions,
please let me know. I’m here to work for you.
Stay safe and healthy,
Jane Duxbury Schleinzer
Member at Large #2

Subject: Meetinghouse Break-In
Hello Trustee Reps,
On the nights of April 1 and 2, the Mayflower Meetinghouse was compromised. On April 1, the front bottom right-hand window was
smashed. Police received an alarm at the 1749 Court House and upon arriving and finding nothing there, noticed our lower front
window was smashed. We all met there and there was no damage, nothing missing, (even the donation box still had money in it and
the lock was not broken) and only the back door was partially open. Police said it is likely a homeless person that broke in because it
was so cold. Throughout the winter the Pilgrim Sands Hotel has housed the homeless and they ended the program to get ready to open
for the summer on April 1. My guess is they headed for Burial Hill and found it was too cold to sleep up there. When the Court House
alarm went off, they broke into the Meetinghouse. Nick replaced the window with a board, added another board over the other
window on the left front side of the building, painted them both black and made plans to pick up more lumbar to do the same on other
lower square windows.
Early this morning, April 3, we received a call from the police saying on their rounds, they found the reinforced window on the back
door smashed with blood everywhere. The door was open and when they went inside, they found a homeless man sleeping in the
kitchen. While there was blood everywhere, he was not seriously hurt but had cut himself trying to shimmy through the reinforced
door glass window. He was arrested and Nick has cleaned everything up. Ron is purchasing motion detectors today to set up
throughout the Meetinghouse. There has never been an alarm system there except for fire and it would not be prudent to add it until
the restoration continues. We are using SimpliSafe motion detectors in the meantime. Last night, it was even colder than the night
before.
At any rate, I will keep you posted and we will make sure there are more patrols, window wire installed, and motion detectors in place.
Graffiti is becoming more prominent on signs and power boxes, but luckily, they never touch the exterior of the Meetinghouse.
Perhaps they respect all the work they have observed as we restored it?
I will stay in touch to update you…
Thanks,
Lea Sinclair Filson, President, Meetinghouse Charitable Trust
Former Governor General
General Society Mayflower Descendants
508-245-6003 LFilson@MayflowerMeetinghouse.org
Many families hold a tradition that they are descended from the Pilgrims, which often kindles an interest in finding out more. As the
Mayflower Society website observes, sometimes the stories of a Mayflower heritage are true, and it is easy to document a line of descent.
More often, the documentation is missing and must be researched and supplied to prove one’s line. The good news is that advanced
research techniques, improved genealogy library collections, and computerized resources have made the process easier. Within each
generation, you must provide proof of the birth, marriage, and death of the lineage carrier, and the birth and death of the spouse. The best vital records are the
birth, marriage, and death certificates for each person. Other documentation might include published genealogies, family documents, and
other official records. If you have a relative who is a GSMD member, you may be able to use their lineage documentation to help you with
your own documentation research. Also, proof of lineage from the Pilgrims through at least the earliest generations can be found in
Mayflower Families Through Five Generations, i.e., the ongoing GSMD “Silver Books.”
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As indicated above, GSMD memberships are handled through individual Member Societies, including our own Society of Mayflower
Descendants in the State of Alabama (SMDAL). To receive a membership application and lineage research guidance, contact the Member
Society through which you want to apply. Member Society contact data are available on the GSMD website, as well as in a downloadable
Membership brochure providing other such helpful membership information: www.themayflowersociety.org. If you want to inquire about
Alabama Mayflower Society membership, or if you are an existing SMDAL member and wish to encourage someone else to
inquire about SMDAL membership, please contact or encourage others to contact our friendly, competent Historian Mark
Chesebro: cell telephone, 205-520-8978; mchesebro@yahoo.com. You may contact the GSMD with membership questions or for
general information (508-746-3188; membership@themayflowersociety.org). You also can use for a fee the GSMD website “Mayflower
Lineage Match Form”, www.themayflowersociety.org. GSMD staff will work to provide you a report comparing your proposed family line to the
GSMD database from over 90,000 accepted members since 1897. Such information is available only to the GSMD national office and not
to professional researchers. Again, welcome!

THE PURPOSE OF THE ALABAMA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY
The Objects of the Alabama Society shall be to perpetuate to a remote posterity the memory of the
Pilgrim Fathers; To maintain and defend the principle of civil and religious liberty, as set forth in the
Compact of the Mayflower, “For the glorie of God, and advancemente of the Christian faith and honor of
our countrie”; To cherish and maintain the ideals and institutions of American freedom, and to oppose any
theories or actions that threaten their continuity; To transmit the spirit, the purity of purpose and
steadfastness of will of the Pilgrim Fathers to those who shall come after us, an undiminished heritage of
liberty and law; To promote the interests that are common to all the State and Member Societies of Mayflower Descendants which can
best be served by a federal body; To secure united effort to discover and publish original matter in regard to the Pilgrims, together with
existing data known only to antiquarians; To authenticate, preserve and mark historical spots made memorable by Pilgrim association.
MISSION STATEMENT OF THE ALABAMA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY
To promote Mayflower history and ideals

Elder’s Prayer
Almighty God, who in former times didst lead our Pilgrim Fathers into this land of freedom, give Thy Grace, we
humbly beseech Thee, to us, their children, that we may always approve ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor and glad
to do Thy Will.
May we have the vision, courage and diligence to help establish the foundations of a new and better world, wherein
dwelleth Peace and Brotherhood. And, may we aspire to new goals as we look upon our land that rich past all the dreams
of all the yesterdays. Our hills are packed with treasure, our fields heavy with harvest—Surely this is the day of Thy Power
and of our opportunity. “
Lord God of Hosts be with us yet— Lest we forget — Lest we forget.”

— Amen

The Pilgrim Pledge
In the name of God, Amen. I Pledge myself to hold aloft the lamp of civil and religious liberty lighted by the
Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock, to recall and cherish the sacrifices and struggles made by them for the common good, to
study their lives, deeds, faith, courage, and character, and to draw inspiration therefrom, to emulate their spirit, to be loyal
to the flag and institution of the country whose founding was so greatly aided by their word and wisdom, to do everything
within my power to deserve and preserve the heritage, and at all times and in all ways to profit by their Pilgrim example.

The Mayflower Compact
Signed in the cabin of the “Mayflower”, November 11th, Old Style, November 21st, New Style, 1620.
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“In the name of God, Amen we whose names are underwritten, the loyall Subjects of our dread souveraigne Lorde,
King James, by the grace of God, of Great Britian, France and Ireland king, defender of the faith, etc.
Having undertaken, for the glorie of God, and advancement of the Christian faith, and honor of our king and countrie, a
voyage to plant the first colonie in the northerne parts of Virginia doe by these presents solemnly and mutually in the
presence of God, and one another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a body politick, for our better ordering
and preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute and frame such just and
equal laws, ordenances, acts, constitutions and officers, from time to time, as shall be thought most meete and convenient
for the general good of the colonie, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience.
In witness where of we have herunto subscribed our names at Cap-Codd the 11 of November, in the year of the raigne of
our sovereign lord King James of England, France and Ireland the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourty, ANO
Dom1620.”
Note: The reason for “New Style” and “Old Style” is that eleven (11) days were added to adjust the calendar in 1752 during King George II’s reign when
they switched from the Julian calendar, which was still being used in England, to the Gregorian calendar being used in continental Europe since 1582 that was established
by Pope Gregory XIII.

Members: We need your e-mail address!!!!!!
By Alan M. Davis - Governor, Newsletter Editor
The Alabama Mayflower Society sends this newsletter electronically — as an e-mail attachment —to
members who would prefer to receive it in the PDF format, rather than in its tradition-al “hard-copy,”
printed-and-mailed format. The layout of the electronic version will be identical to the traditional,
printed version, except the 8 1/2 by 11-inch pages will be arranged consecutively. By opting for electronic
delivery, members will receive the newsletter earlier, and in full color. If you wish, you may print paper
copies on your own printer, of course. The principal benefit to your Society in delivering your newsletter
to you electronically vs. “snail mail” is reduced printing and postage costs, which continue to rise.
Our members who live outside the State of Alabama will especially appreciate receiving their newsletters
much sooner by e-mail —the same time as our Alabama residents.

The Alabama Pilgrim

The Twice-a-year Newsletter of the
Society of Mayflower Descendants
in the State of Alabama
Alan M. Davis, - Editor
(amd7thcedar@charter.net)
_______________________________________________
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Send address changes to:
Alan Davis – Editor
7340 Old Barn Road
Montgomery, AL 36117
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